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properly understanding the Vedas and their concomi-
tants (Smrtis) which form a veritable collection of true
knowledge.

With the background so far painted, we shall now
try to understand judiciously Puranic Geography and
Astronomy.
TJie Fourteen LoJcas;

Within the golden shell of 100 crore yojanas thick-
ness (Brahmanda) there is space which measures fifty
crore yojanas every-way. At the botton half of it the
shell water (Andodaka, or Garbhodaka) is frozen, it
is said in the Puranas that upon the surface of this
frozen water, in the middle of. it there is Bhuloka (Ter-
restrial world) stretching over a circular area of seven
crore yojanas in diameter; above it there are six up-
per worlds like 'Antariksa' and 'Svarga'; and below it
are the seven lokas like 'Patala'. But according to the
opinion of modern scholars the whole universe is filled
with star galaxies lying very far from each other; in
the galaxy known as the Milky way (Akasa Ganga)
our sun is an average star; among the planets that go
round the sun, our earth is also a planet, round like
a ball (a globe). Its diameter is about 13000 K.M. its
circumference is about 40000 K.M. The most distant
star from us is at least 2000 light years away - 300000
x 60 x 60 x 24 x 365.25 x 2000 K.M. There seems to be
no end to the measurements of the universe. Some are
of opinion that the universe is still expanding. But ac-
cording to Einstein's opinion, it is within the confines
of a circular limit. "However vast the universe you my
conceive, yet it is not infinite. It is finite, elliptical and
curved like our earth which gives the false impression
of its infinity" (quoted by G.S. Sampath lyengar, in his
book 'Calendar').
Points to ponder over:

There may be defects and shortcomings due to
natural causes in the guessing of the nature of stars